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Phil 4:8-9 

8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, 

whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are 

lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there 

is anything praiseworthy — meditate on these things. 9 The things which you 

learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of 

peace will be with you.  

NKJV 

 

 

1. The word of God will expand you and your life. 
 

Josh 1:6-8 

6 Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for 

an inheritance the land, which I sware unto their fathers to give them. 

 

7 Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do 

according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not 

from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper 

whithersoever thou goest. 

8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt 

meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to 

all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and 

then thou shalt have good success. 
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Here we see God taking the children of Israel to new territory. God told 

Joshua,  „do not let this book of the law depart out of thy mouth; but you 

should meditate therein day and night”. 

 

Ps 119:32 
I will run the course of Your commandments, 

For You shall Enlarge my heart.  

NKJV 

 

 
 
A person future is not based on where they are it is based on weather or 

not they decide to stay there.    

 
 

The first thing that you will encounter the moment you decide 

to go to the next level in your life and faith is resistance. Do not 

be moved by the resistance!   
 

 

 

Ill: They were going to the other side 
Mark 4:35 

35 That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, "Let us go over 

to the other side  
 

Jesus spoke to the storm, the disciples looked at the storm. 
 
 

 

Luke 5 
 

This is a story about a group of fisher men who went to the 

next level 

Luke 5:1-5 
5 One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, with the people 

crowding around him and listening to the word of God, 2 he saw at the 

water's edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing their 
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nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked 

him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people 

from the boat.  

 

4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into deep 

water, and let down the nets for a catch."  

 

5 Simon answered, "Master, we've worked hard all night and haven't caught 

anything. 

NIV 

Jesus said go back and take the boat out again. 

 
Did you notice Jesus did not say this is my plan for you. Good job being 

poor.  

 

I want you to solve the problem. 

 

Take the boat out again. 
 
 

No, he wanted to take them to the next level. 

Let‟s look at some resistant thoughts that the disciples may 

have been dealing with. 
 

 

Recognizing Opposing Thoughts 
 

1. The Wrong Timing  
It was day time they did heavy net fishing and in the day the fish would 

be able to see the net. 

There will be times when God will tell you to do something and in the 

natural it will seem like the wrong timing.  

Look at Isaac, he is in the middle of a famine, common sense would say 

don‟t sow any seed now, but because of the blessings of God look at the 

results. 

 

Gen 26:12-14 
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12 Then Isaac sowed in that land, and reaped in the same year a 

hundredfold; and the Lord blessed him. 13 The man began to prosper, 

and continued prospering until he became very prosperous;  

NKJV  

If God tells you that now is the time to do something then the timing is 

right! 

 

2. The Wrong Place  
We now know it was the right place, but at the time the disciples thought 

they knew the right place and that was not close to the shore. 

 

3. Experience is working against them they just tried 

it and it did not work. 

 
I can‟t tell you how many times I have heard from the Holy Spirit in 

counseling someone and tell them and their response was “I tried 

that…”. 

 

4. What he is telling them to do is going against their expert 

experience  
 Jesus was a carpenter and they were the fishermen. The disciples were 

probably thinking “hey, you leave the fishing advice to us… maybe you 

could build me a shed”.  

. 

5. Physical Resistance  
 

They were up all night, I am sure they were tired. If they were like me 

they may have been thinking lets go home,  get some sleep and tomorrow 

we can try this again. 
 

6. Socially Resistant 
They are going to look crazy to all their peers 
 

7. Mental Resistance 
 Their mind was saying this can‟t work, their senses were working 

against them. Your senses are good for natural day to day living, but 

when it comes to the next level of your faith you must learn to trust 

God‟s word over your senses.  
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The reason this is so important is because the promise come by faith, not 

by what you can taste, touch, hear, feel or see. 

 

Rom 4:16-22 
16 Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and 

may be guaranteed to all Abraham's offspring — not only to those who 

are of the law but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham. He is the 

father of us all. 17 As it is written: "I have made you a father of many 

nations." He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed — the 

God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though 

they were.  

 

Heb 11:1-2 
11 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things 

not seen. 2 For by it the elders obtained a good testimony.  

NKJV 

 

8. Fear of Failure! What if this doesn‟t work? 

 

The fear of the „what if”, will keep you in the “have 

not”. 
 

We could spend months talking about the destructive paralyzing affects 

of fear, but I for today we will keep it short. It is impossible to go to the 

next level of you life if you have the fear of failure. God was getting 

Joshua ready to take the promise land. Did you notice that God didn‟t say 

now if this doesn‟t work we will try plan B.  One thing He did stress was 

the importance of being strong and of good courage  

 

Josh 1:6-9 
6 Be strong and of good courage, for to this people you shall divide as an 

inheritance the land which I swore to their fathers to give them. 7 Only be 

strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the 

law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the 

right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go. 8 This Book 

of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day 

and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. 

For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good 
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success. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do 

not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever 

you go."  

NKJV 

 

 

Let‟s look at how many times God told Joshua 

to not fear 

 7 Only be thou strong and very courageous,  

 

 9 Be strong and of a good courage; 

 be not afraid,  

 Neither be thou dismayed:  

 

You cannot go on with God and stay where you are you. 

You must choose! 
 

Luke 5:5-7 
5 Simon answered, "Master, we've worked hard all night and haven't caught 

anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets."  

 

6 When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their 

nets began to break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to 

come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they 

began to sink.  

NIV 

 
  

 


